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1. For teachers in grades K-12: For teachers in grades K-12: District Expectations for the use of 
Canvas in the second quarter of the school year are to continue posting weekly lesson 
plans/newsletters in Calendar. In grades K-6, the district expectation is to create at least 1 schoolwork 
assignment, and/or have 1 discussion in your course. In grades 7-12, the district expectation is to 
create 3 or more assignments and have discussions in courses. At all grade levels, the expectation is to 
place student resources, such as web links, YouTube clips, documents, etc., in to Canvas Pages or 
Modules. If you have questions, please contact any Tech Coach. 

 
2. For all teachers requiring students to cite their work: Google has new features in Google 
Docs for making citations.  Google has updated formatting in Google Docs to improve the overall 
writing and citation experience for students and educators. Now, you can use hanging indents and set 
specific indentations using a dialog box. Read more on the blog here. 
 
3. For all teachers: Do you know PowToon?  We had PowToon in the 

newsletter several years ago, but think it needs revisited.  PowToon is a wonderfully free 
cartoon-video making website that is exceptionally user-friendly and has improved 
dramatically over the years. 

  
4. For all staff: Great job on the phishing test!  Only 2% of staff were “caught” phishing!  Please enjoy 

this short (1:08), celebratory PowToon! 
 

5. For all staff who ever use Google Docs: Docs recently came out with a time-saving trick that’s sure to 
be welcomed by heavy users of Docs, Sheets, Slides, Sites or Forms. Google introduced its  “.new” 
domain, which can be used to instantly create a new file across any of these services, it says.  For 
example, instead of going to Google Drive, clicking the “new” button, then the service you want to use, 
you can just type “doc.new” to get started in a new Google Doc.  Google helpfully registered many 
variations on this domain, as well, so docs.new and documents.new also work.  The same format applies 
across Google’s productivity apps, meaning you can also type in things like sheet.new, sheets.new, 
spreadsheet.new, site.new, sites.new, website.new, slide.new, slides.new, deck.new, presentation.new, form.new 
or forms.new.  A thanks goes out to our own Ben Sullivan for this one. Read more of the article here. 

 
6. Fun technology fact: The tobacco industry produces a lot of cigarettes, 1.69 billion pounds of 
them each year, making cigarette butts the most common type of litter. In the Netherlands, Crowded 
Cities founders Ruben van der Vleuten and Bob Spikman wondered if they could redirect this habit 
and turn crows into tiny garbage collectors, when they came across the Crow Box: an open-source 
project designed by Joshua Klein that acts like a vending machine for crows. Spikman and van der 
Vleuten adopted the concept, focusing on cigarette butts, and renamed it the Crowbar.  Crows bring 
in cigarette butts, push them into the receptacle, and get “paid” in a nugget of crow food.  Imagine, 
crows in a city being responsible for no more cigarette butts anywhere!  Read more of the article here.   

 
There is no technology in this version of the concept, but I thought this was very creative! 

 

https://www.blog.google/outreach-initiatives/education/your-google-education-guide-back-school/?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FY18-Q3-18q3-gc-edu-runrate-chrome-email-newsletter-cmpgn-issuexiii&utm_content=newsletter
https://www.powtoon.com/account/login/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jS_JzNkV_Bg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jS_JzNkV_Bg
https://techcrunch.com/2018/10/26/google-rolls-out-new-links-for-instantly-creating-new-docs-slides-sheets-and-forms/
http://www.no-smoke.org/learnmore.php?id=731
http://www.thecrowbox.com/
http://mentalfloss.com/article/505089/dutch-startup-wants-train-crows-pick-cigarette-butts

